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Acute Myocardial Infarction Due to
Septic Emboli in a Patient With

Severe Pneumonia: A Case Report
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A 77-year-old man presented with acute anterior myocardial infarction and cardiogenic shock. We suc-
cessfully performed coronary angioplasty and stenting with intra-aortic balloon pumping for a proximal
lesion of the left anterior descending artery, which supplied the territory of the totally occluded right coro-
nary artery. He also had pneumonia resistant to antibiotic therapy. On the 11th day after the onset of infarc-
tion, he suffered cardiogenic shock again and died. Postmortem histological examination demonstrated
multiple septic emboli with neutrophil infiltration, resulting in myocardial infarctions. There was no occlu-
sion at the stenting site. Severe pneumonia was found in both lungs, which may have been the embolic

source in this case.
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HCoronary artery disease (septic embolism)
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Fig. 1 Electrocardiogram! left{and chest radiograph! right[on admission
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Table 10 Laboratory data on admission

WBC 15,3000 1 TC 132 mg/dl
RBC 476x 104 1 TG 84 mg/d/
Hb 16.1 g/di HDL-C 42 mg/dl
Ht 47.6% BS 417 mg/dl
Plt 20.6x 10%0 1 HbA,. 7.9%
TP 7.2 g/dl CK 101 U/l
TB 1.4 mg/dl Na 137 mEq/!
AST 16 U/ K 4.1 mEq/l
ALT 16 U/ Cl 102 mEq/!
LDH 184 U/I CRP 28.9 mg/d!
BUN 19 mg/dl CK-MB 13 U/1
Cr 0.7 mg/d! TroponinT OO0
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Fig. 2 Electrocardiogram on the 11th day
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Fig. 3 Photomicrograph of the stenting site
of the left anterior descending artery,
showing no significant stenosis

U hematoxylin-eosin staining, x 200

Fig.4 Photomicrograph showing septic
emboli with neutrophils, which have
invaded and destroyed the arteriole
walll arrowllhematoxylin-eosin stain-
ing, x 1000
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